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CLAY COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Tuesday, January 9, 2007 

8:30 a.m. 
County Board Room - 3rd Floor - Courthouse 

 
M I N U T E S 

 
The Clay County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, January 9, 

2007 with all commissioners present: Brunsvold, Campbell, Evert, McCarthy, and Waller.  
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
On motion by McCarthy, seconded by Evert, and unanimously carried, the Board approved 

the agenda with the addition of a discussion regarding Attorney=s fees for Borgen investigation, and 
deletion of >Wage Request for open Social Services Financial Worker position=. 

 
APPROVE RENEWAL OF LAKES & PRAIRIES COMMUNITY ACTION PARTNERSHIP 

LEASES IN FSCCC 
By consent agenda, the Board approved renewal of the Lakes & Prairies Community Action 

Partnership leases in the Family Service Center for the period 1/1/07-12/31/07: Suite #403b, 242 
sq.ft. @ $11.75 sq.ft.; Suite #101, 420 sq.ft. @ $12.75 sq.ft.; Suite #400, 198 sq.ft. @ $11.75 sq. ft.; 
Suite 104a, 230 sq.ft., $8.75 sq.ft., 12/1/06-12/31/07. 
 

APPROVE 2007 PURCHASE OF SERVICE, HOME & COMMUNITY BASED SERVICE, 
AND WAIVERED SERVICES CONTRACTS FOR SOCIAL SERVICES

By consent agenda, the Board approved the 2007 Purchase of Service, Home & Community 
Based Service and Waivered Services contracts for Social Services as included in Attachment AA@. 
 

APPROVAL OF AMENDED ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION FOR THE FARGO-
MOORHEAD METROPOLITAN COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

By consent agenda, the Board approved the amended Articles of Association for the Fargo-
Moorhead Metropolitan Council of Governments, allowing for the Chair of the FM Metro COG 
Policy Board to declare a quorum to be six members if (at a regularly scheduled meeting) there are 
fewer than eight members present.  
 

CITIZENS TO BE HEARD 
There were no citizens present who wished to address the Board. 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF DECEMBER 19 AND 26, 2006 

On motion by McCarthy, seconded by Evert, and unanimously carried, the Board approved 
the minutes of the December 19 and 26, 2006, County Board meetings with corrections. 

 
INFORMATION RE: NORTHERN LIGHTS GROUP WORKCAMP: MR. JOHN YOUNG 

Mr. Dale Rollie, Housing Self-Sufficiency Director, Lakes & Prairies Community Action 
Partnership (LPCAP), and Mr. John Young, Jr., VISTA Community Organizer/Group WorkCamp 
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Coordinator, were present to inform the Board of the Group WorkCamp program whereby seniors, 
persons with disabilities, and families suffering financial hardship in Clay and Wilkin Counties will 
receive assistance with minor repair and maintenance projects in their homes. The work will be 
conducted during the one week program this summer by high school youth volunteers and their 
sponsors.  Mr. Rollie projected that a $300,000 to $350,000 economic impact would be felt by this 
area.  Mr. Rollie and Mr. Young requested that the Board consider a $5000 investment in the 
program.  

Given the program cuts felt by LPCAP for 2007, Commissioner Brunsvold inquired if Joe 
Pederson, Director of LPCAP, would recommend this program be funded rather than others if the 
County had the $5000 to invest.  

Commissioner Evert was supportive of the program as it is an economic investment in the 
County.   

In response to a question concerning liability issues, Mr. Young felt the liability rests with 
the national sponsor of Group WorkCamp.  Chief Assistant County Attorney Michelle Winkis 
agreed, in that the County will not control or operate the program, so the County=s liability would be 
minimal.  

Consensus of the Board was that investment in this program should be considered along with 
other requests for funding that the County receives.  
 

DISCUSSION RE: LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 
The Board reviewed those items to be included in the agenda for discussion at the Legislative 

Breakfast on Saturday, January 13, 2007: 
General Government: Maintenance of County Government Act at current or increased 

level; Funding for Veterans Services 
Social Services: Replenishment of lost revenue for Targeted Case Management; Funding for 

Chemical Dependency Treatment (formula for Consolidated Fund); Funding for Childcare 
Assistance (Basic Sliding Fee); Update and continued funding for the Northern Connections project 

Public Safety: Full Department of Corrections (DOC) funding for short term offenders; 
POST Board Reimbursement for training (presently at 23%), up to 39% can be allocated; 
Maintain/Increase the funding for West Central and other Gang and Drug Task Forces; Mental 
Health Issues (Difficulties w/placement of Emergency and Court Ordered Commitments): Transport 
and Staffing; Funding for new Jail 

Transportation (Highways) and Rural Transit: Waiver from MnDOT requirement that 
does not allow funding of vans and other transit vehicles if they are not wheelchair equipped; 
Distribution of fair share of funding for small rural transit systems from the recently passed 
Constitutional Amendment re: use of Motor Vehicle Sales Tax; Long term funding needs for the 
maintenance of roads and bridges across the state. 
 

APPROVAL FOR CREATIVE CARE FOR REACHING INDEPENDENCE TO CLOSE 
INTERMEDIATE CARE FACILITY-MENTAL RETARDATION 

Ms. Laurie Young and Ms. Kylie Eldred, Social Services, informed the Board that Creative 
Care for Reaching Independence (CCRI) plans to close their Intermediate Care Facility - Mental 
Retardation Group Home located at 2842 Village Green Drive, Moorhead, MN.  The six residents 
will transition to home and community based services under the MR-RC Waiver. The County must 
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follow a closure process which includes approval of the closure by the County Board prior to the 
State=s final approval. 

On motion by McCarthy, seconded by Evert, and unanimously carried, the Board approved 
the closure of CCRI=s ICF-MR Group Home as described above and recommended by staff.  

 
REQUEST FOR CONVEYANCE OF PROPERTY TO CITY OF MOORHEAD 

Mr. Peter Doll, Development Services Division Manager for the City of Moorhead, was 
present to request that the County Board approve conveyance of a tax-forfeited parcel, number 
58.508.0170 (0.65 acres), to the City of Moorhead for public use.  The parcel is zoned light 
industrial and the City plans to market the parcel for economic development purposes.   

The fair market value has been determined to be $7500.   
On motion by McCarthy, seconded by Brunsvold, and unanimously carried, the Board 

adopted the following resolution approving conveyance of parcel number 58.508.0170 to the City of 
Moorhead for economic development purposes: 
 

RESOLUTION 2007-4 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the property owned by Clay County and legally described as: 

Parcel Number: 58.508.0170 - Lot 5, Block 2, Moorhead 
Industrial Park 8th Addition, City of Moorhead, Clay County, Minnesota 

be sold to the City of Moorhead for $7,500.  This is the fair market value of the property and conveying this 
property to the City of Moorhead to market for resale is in the best interests of the public as it will allow the 
property to be put to the best use in the shortest period of time. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chair of the Board, the Auditor and/or the County 
Administrator are hereby authorized to execute whatever documents are necessary to effectuate said transfer. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall be effective as of January 9, 2007, the date that 
Board action was taken on this matter. 
 

REVIEW OF 2005 AUDIT: MR. BOB JOHNSON, STATE AUDITOR 
State Auditor Bob Johnson was present to review the 2005 Clay County Audit.  Mr. Johnson 

stated that due to a change in MN Statutes, the audit is not public data until the State Auditor signed 
off on it.  Thus the field audits are conducted, and once the State Auditor signs off, the audit can be 
reviewed in a public meeting. 

Commissioner Brunsvold inquired if financial management practices are reviewed by the 
State Auditors.  Mr. Johnson stated that if the State Auditors note areas where management could be 
improved, they make suggestions orally or put something in the Audit document.  He added that 
their responsibility is to express an opinion on the annual financial statement.  He stated that some 
audit adjustments were discussed with the Auditor=s office.  Commissioner Brunsvold inquired if 
there is a list of the adjustments. Mr. Johnson stated that there is not a list because the adjustments 
were made in the trial balances, and he was not sure if they were material or not. County Auditor-
Treasurer Lori Johnson indicated that there was only one material adjustment, that being to Solid 
Waste Capital Assets.  Mr. Johnson added that in most counties there are more adjustments.  He 
credited the Clay County Auditor=s staff with compiling much of the data prior to the State Auditor=s 
arrival.   

Ms. Johnson stated that in 2003, Clay County went to full accrual and that the current 
financial system does not allow for encumbrances. She added that when the financial system re-write 
is conducted, that option may be included, however, most counties do not want it.  
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Commissioner Brunsvold commented that he would like to see the account/journal entries 
that were made for 2005 after the close of the year.  He stated that huge entries are made and 
questioned how those are approved.  Commissioner Campbell felt a specific instance should be 
delineated.  

Ms. Johnson reminded the Board that a capital fund was closed at the end of the year. 
The Board discussed the State Auditor=s recommendations for fund balances, and the fact 

that Clay County is unique in that it has an Internal Service Fund. 
Mr. Johnson reviewed the Findings of the Audit, noting that Clay County is a low risk 

auditee; that segregation of duties continues to be an issue for the smaller departments with a low 
number of employees; there has been an untimely receipt and deposit of Social Services 
Miscellaneous Collections (now being receipted daily and deposited weekly); that the County 
Auditor/Treasurer obtain notification from Wells Fargo Bank for the substitution of collateral prior 
to the substitution; and the need to address future financial reporting for Postemployment Benefit 
Plans Other Than Pension Plans. 
 

REVIEW OF 2007 COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 
On motion by McCarthy, seconded by Brunsvold, and unanimously carried, the Board 

approved the 2007 committee assignments as included in Attachment AB@ and the payment of per 
diem for Commissioners= attendance at the meetings.  
 

APPROVAL OF BILLS AND VOUCHERS 
On motion by McCarthy, seconded by Evert, and unanimously carried, the Board approved 

the payment of bills and vouchers.  
  

DISCUSSION RE: FEES FOR FORMER COUNTY ATTORNEY=S LEGAL DEFENSE 
Commissioner Brunsvold requested an update regarding the legal fees in connection with the 

investigation of former County Attorney Lisa Borgen for her actions during prosecution of a murder 
case in 2004.  He felt that the County should have a written retainer agreement where the scope, 
hourly rate, etc., for this issue are defined.  He felt the minutes of the October 3, 2006 County Board 
meeting do not preclude the payment of fines or penalties, reimbursement of injured parties, research 
preparation for representation, or appeal. He felt it was not clear where the County=s responsibility 
stops.  

County Administrator Vijay Sethi commented that he has not seen any bills for the legal 
defense as of this date.  He indicated that in a conversation with then County Attorney Ken Kohler in 
December, Mr. Kohler felt strongly that the best course of action was to let Ms. Borgen contract for 
her legal representation and then bill the County.  He added that neither Mr. Kohler nor Ms. Borgen 
intend for the >meter to keep running=. 

Commissioner Campbell recalled that in October Mr. Kohler indicated that the County 
Attorney=s forfeiture fund had approximately $39,000 in it.  It was Commissioner Campbell=s 
opinion that the cap was the $39,000 available in the forfeiture fund.  

Commissioner Evert reiterated that it is the County=s obligation to defend Ms. Borgen as she 
was acting as a County employee at the time of the alleged actions. 

Commissioner Brunsvold reiterated his opinion that the County should have an agreement 
with Ms. Borgen as to the cap, scope of work, etc.  
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COMMITTEE REPORTS/COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE 

Commissioner Evert informed the Board that Family Healthcare has accepted the resignation 
of their Executive Director.  He also commented that there will be increased costs for the County 
with the new contract language for jail health coverage.  

Commissioner Waller commented that the Solid Waste Advisory Committee continues to 
seek a solution to litter issues at the landfill. 

The Personnel Issues Committee is reviewing salary compression issues in the County 
Attorney=s office. 

A meeting has been held with officials from Anheuser Busch towards the collection of 
methane from the landfill for use in their operation. 

Commissioner McCarthy reported that Fargo and West Fargo are looking to include the  
Healthy Communities program in their schools.   

County Administrator Vijay Sethi informed the Board that a proposal is being developed for 
training of Planning Commission members.  

Sheriff Bergquist will be coming to the Board in the near future with several issues: staffing, 
BCA background checks, radio communications project, Red River Regional Dispatch Center=s 
revamp of their data system.  

Commissioner Brunsvold expressed his intention to attend the NACo Legislative 
Conference.  
 

ADJOURN 
The meeting adjourned at Noon. 

 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kevin L. Campbell, Chair 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Vijay Sethi, County Administrator 
 
 




















